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omnipotence of the world economic. Against this there
is set the hope awakening, that almost metaphysical
reflection on the sources of one's own blood, mental roots,
common history and the living State.
Only now do we re-develop that healthy sense for
historical oneness of body and soul, of language and
morals, which by its very essence lies outside the govern-
mental frame but is necessary for the State as a counter-
weight to it.
While in a natural democracy the people and the State
coalesce, we have come to appreciate again the fruitful
tension between the people on the one hand and the State
on the other, by which energies are made available for the
State and without which it would become an empty
mechanism.
It follows that folk-consciousness differs from that
nationalism which feels itself bound up with the National
State. The latter leads to the mutual segregation of
nations, to mutual laceration and thus, ultimately, to the
Balkanising of Europe. But a strong folk-consciousness
tends to recognise the saeredness of all peoples. A folk-
awakening thus clears the road for super-national co-
operation.
In my, Dortmund address I pointed out that modern
technology requires the creation of State and regional
economic units ; that Europe, in the sharpest com-
petition with trans-oceanic continents, can at best maintain
her standard of living only if her total cost of production
can be reduced. The task of creating such a state of
regional complexes as is demanded in the age of aircraft
and the automobile lies by way of the sanctification of
folkdom and of large-scale governmental agreements
which will leave the several nationalities untouched and
unmolested.
This, however, requires the -voluntary surrender of
State totalitarianism, which would recognise no natural
growth of Individual existence. Above all, it requires
an understanding of the nature of a sovereign State, which
latter, indeed, will not suffer any action against itself, but
does not demand that everything should be done by the
State.